
The Family Literacy Initiative
                                            A program of the Volunteer USA Foundation
2010-2011 Year Florida Program Contact Information


Family Literacy Academy of Apopka
Marilina Viera (Director)
Frances Vargas (Project Coordinator) 
207 Semoran Commerce Place
Apopka, FL  32703
Phone:  (321) 256-1007 
Fax:  (321) 256-9411
Frances Vargas:  growsfamily@gmail.com
Marilina Viera:  growsapopka@gmail.com

Program Statement: The Family Literacy Academy of Apopka provides age-appropriate Children’s Education, Adult education, Parent Education and Parent & Child Together Time through classes, speakers, workshops, and in-home activities with the goal of teaching English language proficiency and enhanced parenting skills to the adult learner, and preparing pre-school children for Kindergarten.

Family Literacy Academy of Calhoun County
Calhoun County Public Library
Rita Maupin (Director) Nanci Maupin (Coordinator)
17731 N.E. Pear Street
Blountstown, FL  32424
Phone:  (850) 674-5200 
Fax:  (850) 674-2843
Rita Maupin: Maupinr@yahoo.com
Nanci Maupin : nan_maupin@yahoo.com

Program Statement:  The Family Literacy Academy of Calhoun County provides a four-component program through an innovative public library/school/FLI partnership.    This unique program serves under-educated parents with children, ages birth to 3rd grade. The Academy provides academic, teacher-driven instruction for Adult Literacy/ESOL, children’s literacy, parent empowerment and intergenerational literacy activities.  Family sessions holistically address the challenges facing under-educated families. Program outcomes are measured using standardized testing, and qualitative analysis.












Family Literacy Academy of DeSoto County
DeSoto County Education Foundation
Kathy Severson (Project Director) 
530 La Solona Avenue
Arcadia, Florida 34266
Phone: (863) 494-4222 ext.156  
Fax: (863) 494-9181
E-mail: kathy.severson@desoto.k12.fl.us

Program Statement:  Learning Together is the heart and soul of the Family Literacy Academy of DeSoto County.  The Academy stresses the importance of the parent being the child’s first teacher.  The mission of the Academy is to provide a high-quality comprehensive family literacy program that encompasses: Adult Education, Early Childhood Education/School Readiness, Parent Education, and Parent and Child Together thematic units. The program is developed using the “strengths model” in which individual strengths are identified and used.


Family Literacy Academy of Palm Beach County
S.B. Idea Inc. - (Program Expansion)
Kelly Rowland (Executive Director)
629 West Drive
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Phone: (561) 789-3513 
Fax: (561) 865-8444
E-mail: kelly_sbidea@yahoo.com

Program Statement:  The Family Literacy Academy of Palm Beach County provides a twenty-hour a week program in which parents and children, birth through age 5, attend the same elementary school as their siblings.  The program’s goal is to assist adult students to improve their English skills in speaking, reading and writing while increasing parent involvement in their children’s education within the school setting.  The definitive goal of the Academy is to empower these adult participants to create a literacy enriched home environment and to acquire English proficiency skills for economic self-sufficiency and parental involvement and partnership in their children’s education.














Family Literacy Academy of Tampa Bay
The Presbyterian Learning Centers of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Angelica Ibarra (Project Director)
6501 North Nebraska Avenue
Tampa, Florida 33604
Fax: (813) 236-6425
Phone: (813) 232-2030
E-mail:  aibarra@tlctampa.org

Program Statement:  The Family Literacy Academy of Tampa Bay aims to break the cycle of illiteracy by providing families the literacy skills necessary to function in society and pursue higher education or job attainment. The program prepares parents to actively participate in their children’s education and strengthens the parent and child relationship.

Deaf Family Literacy Academy of Pinellas County
Pinellas County Public Library
Rosa Rodriguez (Program Director)
Safety Harbor Library
101 2nd Street North
Safety Harbor, FL 34695
Phone : (727) 724-1525 extension 120
E-mail: rrodriguez@pplc.us


Deaf Family Literacy Academy of Miami-Dade & Broward Counties
Alliete Alfano, Director
301 Almeria Avenue, Suite 350
Coral Gables, FL 33134
Phone: (305) 461-4702
Fax: (305) 461-4705
E-mail: allietealfano@hotmail.com


Program Statement: The Deaf Family Literacy Academy serves families with a deaf or hard hearing child or parent in Broward, Miami-Dade, Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties in order to facilitate language, literacy, and fully accessible communication. Program services include home-visits, child literacy instruction, parent education, and parent literacy instruction in American Sign Language, parent support groups and Parent and Child Together Activities.










Volunteer USA Family Literacy Academy #1, LLC
DBA:  Family Literacy Academy of Lake Wales
Deming Cowles (Project Director)
31 Oak Street
Babson Park, FL 33827
Phone:  863-604-8012 (Cell) 
Fax:  863-679-6565 
E-mail: dem.cowles@volunteerusafund.org


Program Statement:  Volunteer USA Foundation’s first LLC, The Family Literacy Academy at Lake Wales, in partnership with Polk State College, provides family literacy services to 70 disadvantaged families.  The Lake Wales Family Literacy Coalition, established for the family literacy academy, advises staff and supports families. The program supports families with services that remove educational barriers and maintain a literacy focus for the entire family. The program’s focus will be expanded early childhood education.  Volunteer mentors/tutors work closely with families to meet their goals and a social worker is on call to assist families in need. 
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