Three Doctoral Students Selected as Barbara Bush Fellows
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The Texas Center for the Advancement of Literacy and Learning (TCALL) selected graduate students Alicia Friday, Quinita Ogletree and Juana Vasquez as the 2010-2011 Barbara Bush Fellows. Each will receive $25,000 in fellowship funding made possible by the generous support of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy.

The Barbara Bush Fellowships give doctoral candidates the opportunity to conduct cutting-edge research in the field of family literacy. These fellowships consist of a one-year award, which may be used to offset the cost of travel expenses to conferences, dissertation research, and/or tuition, fees and maintenance while a student is enrolled at Texas A&M University. During their fellowship year, students will have the opportunity to present their work at national conferences and publish their research in peer-reviewed journals.
Alicia Friday, a doctoral student in human resource development, has professional experience from the grade school level through higher education. She proposes to study the integration of technology for instruction in Texas family literacy programs.

Quinita Ogletree, a doctoral student specializing in urban education, has a background in early childhood education. She will study the relationship between the services offered by family literacy programs and the verbal and nonverbal intelligence and thinking skills of young children.

Juana Vaquero, a doctoral student in school psychology, plans to examine the effects of a 15-week, parent-delivered shared book reading intervention on the literacy and language skills of low-income, preschool English language learners participating in Head Start. Her hypothesis is that the intervention will enhance the children’s language skills and emergent literacy competencies.

The 2010-2011 Barbara Bush Fellows were formally announced in the program of the April 22 Celebration of Reading in Houston, hosted by Mrs. Barbara Bush.
-30-
